
February 24, 2021 



Opening Hymn 

 111 | Sweet the Moments, Rich in Blessings 
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 Please Stand 

 
M: O Lord, open my lips. 

M: Hasten to save me, O God. 

M: The Lord be with you. 

M: Lord God, you have brought us safely to this hour of evening prayer. 
We thank you for providing all that we need for body and life. Bless us 
who have gathered in your name. Forgive our sins. Speak to our 
hearts. Dispel our sorrows with the comfort of your Word, and 
receive our hymns of thanks and praise, through Jesus Christ, our 
living Savior, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 
 Please Be Seated 

The opening 

responses 

ask for the 

Lord’s 

gracious 

presence as 

we gather for 

worship. 

Consider the 

third 

response to 

be a blessing 

— first 

spoken by 

the pastor to 

the 

congregation, 

and then by 

the 

congregation 

to the pastor. 
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Let My Prayer Rise Before You 

 Psalm 141 

M: Let our prayers be acceptable in your sight. Come and help us in time 
of need that we may sing your praise in holy joy now and forever, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

Psalms play a 

key role in 

evening 

worship. 

Psalm 141 is 

traditionally 

used because 

the theme of 

the Psalm 

focuses on 

evening 

time.. It is 

then followed 

by a Psalm 

that fits the 

season of the 

Church. 
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Psalm 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why do the nations conspire* 

and the peoples plot in vain? 

The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together 
against the LORD* 

and against his Anointed One. 

Refrain 

The One enthroned in heaven laughs;* 
the Lord scoffs at them. 

Then he rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, saying,* 
“I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.” 

I will proclaim the decree of the LORD:* 
He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have become your Father.” 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Refrain 

 
 Silence for meditation 
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M: O Lord, your Word is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
and for training in righteousness. Guide our footsteps by your Word 
so that we may remain steadfast in faith, love you with all our hearts, 
and love our neighbor as ourselves; through Jesus Christ, your Son, 
our Lord.  

C: Amen. 

 
Passion History Reading 

Maundy Thursday in the Upper Room  

A compilation of the four Gospel from the Evangelical Heritage Version 

The Festival of Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover, was 
approaching. Jesus said to his disciples, “You know that after two days it 
will be the Passover, and the Son of Man will be handed over to be 
crucified.” 

Then the chief priests and the elders of the people assembled in the 
palace of the high priest, whose name was Caiaphas. They plotted 
together how to arrest Jesus in some deceitful way and kill him. But they 
said, “Not during the Festival, or else there might be a riot among the 
people.” 

Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, who was one of the Twelve. He 
went away and spoke with the chief priests and officers of the temple 
guard about how he could betray Jesus to them. They were glad and 
agreed to give him money. He promised to do it and was looking for an 
opportunity to betray Jesus to them away from the crowd.  

On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, when the 
Passover lamb is sacrificed, his disciples asked him, “Where do you want 
us to go and prepare for you to eat the Passover?” He sent two of his 
disciples and said to them, “Go into the city, and there a man carrying a 
jar of water will meet you. Follow him. Wherever he enters, tell the 
owner of the house that the Teacher says, ‘Where is my guest room, 
where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ He will show you a 
large upper room, furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there.” 



6 

They went and found things just as he had told them, and they 
prepared the Passover. When the hour had come, Jesus reclined at the table 
with the twelve apostles. He said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this 
Passover with you before I suffer, for I tell you, I will not eat it again until it 
is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”   

A dispute arose among the disciples about which of them was 
considered to be greatest. But he told them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord 
it over them, and those who have authority over them are called 
Benefactors. But it is not to be that way with you. Instead, let the greatest 
among you become like the youngest, and the one who leads like the one 
who serves. For who is greater, one who reclines at the table or one who 
serves? Isn’t it the one who reclines at the table? But I am among you as 
one who serves. You are those who have remained with me in my trials. I 
am going to grant a kingdom to you, just as my Father granted to me, so 
that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom. And you will sit on 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”  

Before the Passover Festival, Jesus knew that the time had come for 
him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved those who were 
his own in the world, he loved them to the end.  

By the time the supper took place, the Devil had already put the idea 
into the heart of Judas, son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 

Jesus knew that the Father had given all things into 
his hands, and that he had come from God and was going 
back to God. He got up from the supper and laid aside his 
outer garment. He took a towel and tied it around his 
waist. Then he poured water into a basin and began to 
wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that 
was wrapped around him. 

He came to Simon Peter, who asked him, “Lord, are you going to wash 
my feet?” 

Jesus answered him, “You do not understand what I am doing now, but 
later you will understand.” 

Peter told him, “You will never, ever, wash my feet!” 

Jesus replied, “If I do not wash you, you have no part with me.” 
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“Lord, not just my feet,” Simon Peter replied, “but also my hands and 
my head!” 

Jesus told him, “A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his 
feet, but his body is completely clean. And you  are clean, but not all of 
you.” Indeed, he knew who was going to betray him. That is why he said, 
“Not all of you are clean.” 

After Jesus had washed their feet and put on his outer garment, he 
reclined at the table again. “Do you understand what I have done for 
you?” he asked them. “You call me Teacher and Lord. You are right, 
because I am. Now if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, 
you also ought to wash one another’s feet. Yes, I have given you an 
example so that you also would do just as I have done for you. Amen, 
Amen,  I tell you: A servant is not greater than his master, nor is a 
messenger greater than the one who sent him. If you know these things, 
you are blessed if you do them.”  

He took a cup, gave thanks, and said, “Take this and divide it among 
yourselves, for I tell you, from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the 
vine until the kingdom of God comes.”   

While they were reclining and eating, Jesus said, “Amen I tell you: 
One of you will betray me, one who is eating with me.” They were very 
sad and began to say to him one after another, “Surely, not I, Lord?” 

He said to them, “It is one of the Twelve, one who is dipping bread 
with me in the dish. Indeed, the Son of Man is going to go just as it has 
been written about him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is 
betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been 
born.”  

After saying this, Jesus was troubled in his spirit and testified, 
“Amen, Amen, I tell you: One of you will betray me.” 

The disciples were looking at each other, uncertain which of them he 
meant. 

One of his disciples, the one Jesus loved, was reclining at Jesus’ side. 
Simon Peter motioned to him to find out which one Jesus was talking 
about. 

So leaning back against Jesus’ side, he asked, “Lord, who is it?” 
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Jesus replied, “It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread, 
after I have dipped it in the dish.” Then he dipped the piece of bread and 
gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. As soon as Judas took the 
bread, Satan entered into him. 

So Jesus told him, “What you are about to do, do more quickly.” 

None of those reclining at the table understood why Jesus said this to 
him. Because Judas kept the money box, some thought that Jesus was 
telling him, “Buy what we need for the Festival,” or to give something to 
the poor. As soon as Judas had taken the bread, he went out. And it was 
night. 

After Judas left, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified, and God 
is glorified in him.  If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify the Son 
in himself and will glorify him at once.”  
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Hymn 

106 | Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain 
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Sermon 

Mark 14:55-65 
Hands of Hypocrisy: Caiaphas 

The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for evidence 
against Jesus so that they could put him to death, but they did not find 
any. Many testified falsely against him, but their statements did not 
agree. 

Then some stood up and gave this false testimony against him: “We 
heard him say, ‘I will destroy this man-made temple and in three days 
will build another, not made by man.’ ” Yet even then their testimony did 
not agree. 

Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, “Are you 
not going to answer? What is this testimony that these men are bringing 
against you?” But Jesus remained silent and gave no answer. 

Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the 
Blessed One?” 

“I am,” said Jesus. “And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right 
hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 

The high priest tore his clothes. “Why do we need any more 
witnesses?” he asked. “You have heard the blasphemy. What do you 
think?” 

They all condemned him as worthy of death. Then some began to spit 
at him; they blindfolded him, struck him with their fists, and said, 
“Prophesy!” And the guards took him and beat him. 



Martin 

Luther 

considered 

Mary’s Song 

to be one of 

the greatest 

statements of 

faith in the 

Bible. It is the 

custom of 

the Church to 

use this song 

in evening 

worship as 

we join with 

Mary to 

await the 

fulfillment of 

all God’s 

promises. 
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 Please Stand 

 
Song of Mary 

 Magnificat 



The basis of 

this prayer is 

that we seek 

God’s mercy 

in all areas of 

our lives. As 

we close our 

day with 

worship, we 

ask for God’s 

mercy for a 

wide variety 

of people. 
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Prayers 

M: In the closing hours of this day, hear us as we pray, O Lord:  

M: For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of your 
church in all the world, and for the strengthening of all who serve and 
worship here, we pray, O Lord: 

M: For one another, young and old, for your blessings that come with 
every stage of life, and for joy in doing your will, we pray, O Lord: 
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M: For our public servants who work day and night to bring protection, 
justice, learning, and health to this and every place, we pray to you, O 
Lord: 

M: For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing and food, 
for health of body, mind, and spirit, and for deliverance from all sin 
and every form of evil, we pray to you, O Lord: 

M: For the faithful who have gone before us, who have shared with us 
your good news, whose souls are now at rest in your heavenly 
kingdom, we give you thanks, O Lord: 

M: In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we now 
commend ourselves to your care. Be our shield and strength, O Lord. 



This prayer 

comes to us 

from the 

early 

Christian 

Church. 
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Lord Prayer 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 
Prayer for Peace 

M: Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works come 
from you. Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world 
cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your commandments. 
Defend us also from the fear of our enemies that we may live in peace 
and quietness, through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen.  



This 

traditional 

song used in 

evening 

worship 

weaves 

together 

thoughts of 

preparation, 

forgiveness, 

and praise. 

Seeing Jesus 

in his Word 

gives us joy 

as we close 

our day. 
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Song of Simeon 

 Nunc Dimittis 

Blessing 

M:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: Amen. 

 
  Please Be Seated 
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Closing Hymn 

 591 | O Trinity, Most Blessed Light 
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Upcoming Midweek Worship 
 

The Hands of the Passion 

When we consider Jesus and the people around him in his 
Passion, we can’t help but think of their hands—the hands that 

beat their breast, accepted money for betrayal, petulantly swung 
swords, pointed in accusation, beat and disavowed, praised, 

washed, were pierced, and offered eternal life. In short, we can’t 
help but think about how we sinners have had the same sinful 
hands of those who surrounded Jesus in his Passion, and how 

Jesus our Savior has touched us with his hands of grace.  
 
 

March 3, 20221 
John 18:4-11 

Hands of Misguided Zeal: Peter 
 
 

March 10, 2021 
John 13:21-30 

Hands of Betrayal: Judas 
 
 

March 17, 2021 
Matthew 27:15-26 

Hands of Self-Preservation: Pilate 
 
 

March 24, 2021 
Matthew 27:27-31 

Hands of Brutality: The Soldiers 
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